Sickle cell-beta 0-thalassaemia in Saudi Arabia.
During an extensive investigation to determine the frequency of sickle cell and thalassaemia genes in the Saudi population, 22 cases with S/beta 0-thalassaemia were identified and the haematological, biochemical and clinical findings were compared with those in patients with sickle cell anaemia. The values of mean cell volume, mean cell haemoglobin and packed cell volume were found to be lower while all other haematological parameters including Hb A2 were higher in the S/beta 0-thalassaemia group. No statistically significant difference in the Hb F level was found between the two groups. Biochemical parameters were grouped according to organ function tests. Only slight differences were seen in the values of some parameters. The clinical data showed that, in general, patients with sickle cell anaemia had a more severe condition than the S/beta 0-thalassaemia.